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•UBjBCT: national COMTIITTEE TO SECURE • '' 

JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURm - C 


ReBulet 10/16/59 • 


As you ere aware, there has not been an opportunity 
to date to institute the program against Helen Sobell and her 
work for captioned coinmlttee which was the subject of relet. 
The Bureau is still keenly interested in the possibilities of 
this action and still feels that effective steps can be taken 
to neutralize her work. 



' Each office should advise the Bureau by return nail 
of current Information Indicating Helen Sobell *6 itinerary Insofar 
as this itinerary is Icnown. New York should remain particularly 
alert to any Information which would shed light on her future 
activities. should continue to maintain close ■' ‘ 

contact wlthl|^^g^^^Bin an effort to obtain the desired 
information * 


The success of this operation will depend entirely 
upon the development of Helen Sobell *s future itinerary In 
sufficient time to institute effective countermeasures. 
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CHANG til ri4AbA/^BD nr fACC 

FCMMITTEE to secure justice OF case 

FOR MORTON SOBELL INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

internal SECURITY ACT OP 1950 



lVHOr«l»QQnQ( 

The title’ of this case is marked “changed** Inasmuch as 
that portion of the previous title which read “Aka San 
Ulego Sobell Committee, Morton Sobell Defense Committee, 
Sobell Defense Committee, San Diego Committee to Secure 
Justice for Morton Sobell" Is being deleted In accordance 
with instructions contained In Bureau letter to Albany 
dated 11/25/59, captioned “Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell, IS-C, ISA of 1950". 

REFERENCE; Report of 7/20/59 

at San Diego. ■ . ~ 

- F* - 7 

LEADS 

• LOS ANGELES (INFORMATION) 

One copy of Instant report Is being furnished 
to Lob Angeles for Information, 



^OPERTY or FBt.-^Thu report Is loaned to yoti by the FBI.ond neither It nor Its contents ere to be distributed outsioethee^ncy to which loaned. 
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SD |i00-9380 = 

SAN DIEGO J 

Will continue to follow and report the activities 
oT the San IMego Sobell Conunittee which Is an affiliate of 
the Committee to Secure Justice for Norton Sobell. 


IDENTITY OF INFORMANTS 
Identity of Source 


SD T-1 1 




File Number Where Located 


Orally - instant report 












instant report 
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Identity of Source 


File Number Where Located 









ADyjNI STRATI VE 

Careful consideration has bean given to each 
source concealed. *'T" syi.ibols v/ere utilized in this report 
only in those instances wnere the Identity of the inl'orinants 
must be concealed. 


This re^rii2i^^^^T^^y^^^^|c^fidentlal" since 
data reported could reasonable 

result in identific^^^i^oi^oii^uentia^infonaants of 
continuing value and compromise the effectiveness thereof. 
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COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR «C«TON SQBELL 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 



MILTON HENRY LESSNER la Chairman , of the San Diego Sobell 
Committee (SDSC), the San Diego, Calif. Afflliateft|^he 
to Secur e J ustic e f or Merton Sobell - 


/arlous members of the San Diego County cominunist farty (SDCCP) 
and members of the San Diego Branch-Socialist Workers Party 
(SDB-SWP) attended a breakfast given by SDSC in July, 1959. 
HELEN SOBELL visited San Diego in August, 1959 and met with 
certain ministers. At a reception given HELEN SQBELL at 
LESSNER's home in August, 1939 the SDSC pledged to raise 
I 300 by 
Amerlct 



DETAILS: 



^ p* • 



^70 


The San Diego Sobell Committee is the San Diego, 
California affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell. ... 



ThlB dociifDB&t eoniolna «Bith«r rBCdibABndatlenB not conelutionB ef tho FBI. It U 
Tour aQBficy; It and lit contonto or* not to b* dUtrlbutvd ouIb^b your o^oney. 


th« proporty of tho FBI ood U looood lo 
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The Socialist Workers Party (SWP) has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order 10450. 



that date 



advised on December 2 , 1939 that as of 
RY LESSNER was chairman of the San Diego 


Sobell Committee, the San Diego, California affiliate of the 
Committee to Secure Justice for Morton ^bell. 


advised on December 2, 1939 that as of that 
date MILTONhfiNfvPTLESSNER was a member of the San Diego County 
Communist Party (SDCCP) and past literature director of the 
EDccp. , 


' * 

f’V- The Communist Party (CP), USA has been designated *' . 

by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to the,/-, 
provisions of Executive Order 10450. . „ . .T' 












SD \xoo-93So . ' : 1 2 . 

advised on April 3.939 '^- 
'that MIRIAM STARCEVIC, former Chairman of the SDCCF, eras ' 
expelled from the £DCCP« ’ . : .v.r."l- 





















Fellowship Hall on July ISj 3939 
Defenae Committee. 





e Community Unitarian 
by the Morton Sobell : 


— 
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ABE ROBBINS reminded members of the * 
reaKiast to be given by the Sobell Committee 
y Unitarian Fellowship Hall on North Avenue* 
asked members donating food for the breakfast 
ore 9:00 a.m. 
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As of September 17, 1958 MIRIAM STARCEVIC, JOHN s^. 
CARPADAKIS, ELSIE and CHARLES JAQUES, and MILTW LESSNER 
were active members of the SDCCP, 


As of September M, 1959 ^^OHN CARPADAKES, ELSIE 
and CHARLES JAQUES, and MILTON L^SNER were active membex*8 
of the SDCCP; and HOWARD and LOLITA GIBSON were inactive . 
members of the SDCCP. 
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BILL KITT said 

_s on a committee of the iian~Dlego iJoDell Committee 

(SDSC) and that they plan to get HELEN SOBELL, wife of MORTON 
SOBELTij to Speak in September, 1939 for the SDSC . 




HEXEN SQBELL Is expected to be In San Diego, 
California on August 30 and 31, 1939; is expected to 
contact unknown officials of the San Diego Sobell Committee. 




hBui ROBBINS reported 

dh the Sobeil Committee and said that HELEN SOBELL would be " 
In San Diego August 30 and 31> 1939; that HELEN SQBELL had 
appointments with ministers of San Diego on August 31, 1939; 
and that during her visit in San Diego, a reception for her 
would be held at the home of MILTON LBSSNER. 








PCfSfi^PJ 




^X£1IjXNSKX i'6poi'tcu on fchc 

Committee and said that HELEN SOBELL was scheduled ' 
■to meet with ministers with Reverend ALBERT M, SMITH, Trinity 
Methodist Church, 303O Thorn Street, San Diego, on August 
31, 1939* ZIELINSKI also stated that a reception for 
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SQBELL would be held at the home of MILTON LESSNER^ 
^273 Ridgeway^ San Diego, In the evening of August 3^# 
i959. 


I 




•On August 1959 ANN ZIELINSKI stated that 
HELEN SOBEliL arrived in San Diego by plane and was met 
by MILTON LESSNER at the airport . ANN ZIELINSKI said 
they decided that someone on the Sobell Committee should be 
with HELEN SOBELL when she met with the ministers at the 
Reverend ALBERT M, SMITH’S church. Trinity Methodist, 3^30 
Thorn Street, San Diego, California. Accordingly, DON 
ZIELINSKI drove HELEN SOBELL to the meeting. 



On August 31 > 1939 there was a meeting of the 
SDSC at the home of MILTON LESSNER, 4273 Ridgeway Drive, 

San Diego. Among others in attendance was HELEN SOBELL. 
HELEN SOBELL spoke of her visits to her husband in Georgia 
and how his morale is good and that she hopes to get him 
out, with the help of others, the first of December. HELEN 
SOBELL went on to say that that afternoon she had had a good 
meeting with three ministers in San Diego and that about ten 
ministers in San Diego had consented to have their names 
listed as being against her husband's Imprisonment and to 
demand his immediate release. 3he also stated that writing 
to the President was not effective but urged that pressure 
be put on congressmen, sei^tors, and representatives, who in 
turn would bring effective pressuire to bear on the President. 


At the meeting, HELEN SOBELL read aloud a letter 
from VANZETTI's sister; and she, HELDJ, told the group that 
she had answered the letter by Inviting VANZETTI's sister to 
come to this country. According to HELEN SOBELL, VANZETTI's 
sister will be able to visit the United States any time after 
January, i960 and would be happy to do so. Thereafter, the 
San Diego Sobell Committee made a pledge to raise $300.00 by 
December to help finance VANZETTI's sister's trip to America 
and to also, as HELEN suggested, pay for a companion to travel 
with her. 
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I Remember Distinctly — A Family Album of 
the American People 19ltt“19^1 assembled by AGNES ftOOERS with - 
running convnent oy FitElJERfCK LEWIS ALLEN published by 
Harper Ic Brothers Publishers* New York and London* at Page 
93 reflects; “In April 1920, a paymaster In South Braintree, 
Massachusetts, was shot by holdup men; and two Itallan- 
Amerlcan radicals, NICOLA SACCO and BARTOLOMEO VANZETTl were 
arrested and soon convicted of the crime. But many people 
thought they had been railroaded; the case was re -Investl grated 
and debated everywhere; the demeanor of VANZETTI In particular 
was admirable and his statements most impressive; and even 
after the two men were at last electrocuted on August -22, 

1927 , millions believed them to have been innocent." 







On September 1, 1959 HELEN SOBELL wrote her husband: 
"Yesterday was a long day In San Diego and we did many things. 

I met with a group of ministers and they are going to Invite 
all of the clergymen in the area to join with then. I also 
had dinner with the UREYS (not further identified) who -sent 
their warmest regards and were wonderfully hospitable.” 


The October 19, 1959 final edition of The San Diego 
Union carried an article captioned "Sobell Conviction Unjust, 
tJrey Says", which article reflected that Dr. HAROLD C. UREY 
spoke at a forum at the First Unitarian Church, 4190 Front 
Street, San Diego, California, on October I 8 , 1959* In his 
speech, UHEY stated "X believe an injustice was committed 
In the case of Sobell. . .The Rosenberg-Sobell trial was worthy 
of Communist Russia and the evidence brought out during it was 
very doubtful and uncorroborated by anyone except accomplices 
of the Rosenbergs. . .He (SOBELL) returned to his home in 
Mexico City and was accosted by Agents of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation who forced him Into a car and extradited him 
Illegally across the border. The FBI has never denied 
kidnapping him.*' According to the article, UREY won the 1934 
Nobel Prise in chemistry for his discovery of deuterium, which 
led to the development of the atomic bomb. He is now a 
chemistry professor-at-large at the University of California 
at. La Jolla. - 
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tMe Sobell Cotnralttee. ROBBINS stated that $67*00 had 
been collected at the reception held for HELQ^ SOBELL on 
August 31. 1939 « and said that HELEN SOBELL had asked the 
SDSC for $300.00 to be raised by JDecember. 





At this meeting ANN ZIELINSKI stated that HELEN 
SOBELL will ask President EISENHOWER for a pardon for 
MORTON SOBELL in December. 



■’ The Western Regional Sobell Report of September, 
1959 reads in part: “With Helen Sobell ‘a Western Regional 
tour completed. It is now possible to report and evaluate the 
results In each area - and the effect of those results on the 
Sobell campaign nationally. Space-wise, we will only report 
the highlights - to show some of the new break-throughs and tne 
response to them. . , SAN PI EGO t A meeting with ministers 
resulted in one minister who will do his own mailing of some 
130 pieces of material on the case, asking for additional 
clergy signers. There was a good group meeting and there are 
excellent possibilities for TV coverage and press work, as 
well as the 'Y' interest in the area." 
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The current "San Diego County Telephone 
Directory*' published by The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph - ' 

Company reflects the following: Reverend JOHN RUSKIN CLARK 
resides at 248^ Moonstone Drive, San Diego, and is pastor 
of the First Unitarian Church, 4190 Front, San Diego; 

Reverend DAVID J. McOOWN resides at 5339 West Falls View 
Drive, San Diego, and is pastor of the University Presbyterian 
Church, 5075 Campanile Drive, San Diego; Reverend CRANDISON 
MADISON PHELPS, JR., resides at 401>32nd Street, San Diego, 
and is pastor of St. Paul's Methodist Church, 309^ L Street, 
San Diego; and Reverend AIBERT MARION SMITH, JR., resides 
at 2877 Thorn Street, San Diego, and is pastor of Trinity 
Methodist Church, 3030 Thorn Street, San Diego, California. 
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NATIONAL GUAUDIAN CLUB, 

San Diego, California, Alca 
Guardian Angel Club, National f 

Guardian Club of San Diego, | 

National Guardian Readers Group I 

A eonfidential source advised on December 2, 

1955 tJiat Instant organization was formed on November 19, 

1955 by a group of Cotumunlst party (CP) sympathizers and 
suspected CP members, to support the "National Guardian" by 
subscriptions^ donations, and programs designed to arouse 
Interest in the issues being favored by the "National Guardian", 

Wils source advised on May 17, 195^ that the 
Guardian Angel Club continues to operate as outlined above. 

On May 17, 1957* however, this source advised the Guardian 
Angel Club has been completely inactive since June 17* 1936. 

This source advised on May 29, 1959 that this 
is not a membership organization. On September 19, 1958 it 
vras reactivated. On November 2, 1958, at which time it was - 
known as the National Guardian Club of San Diego, a handbill 
was sent out announcing a meeting November 7* 1958, describing 
the organization as "Proudly sponsored by the National Guardian 
Club of San Diego, which aims to promote the National Guardian, 
a socialist newspaper of honest and intelligent world coverage"-. 
This source further advised that this organization is currently 
knevm as the National Guardian Headers Group, but has been 
inactive since approximately February of 1959 because of 
difficulty in obtaining speakers. 

The 1949 report of the California Committee on 
Tli-Amerlcan Activities cited the "National Guardian" as a 
publication iattnehed in New York in 1948, aiming at national 
circulation, which it found to be from its inception notoriously 
Stalinist in its staff, writers, management and content. 

(1949 report of the California Senate Fact Finding Committee 
on Un-American Activities, page 394) 

The masthead of the "National Guardian", issue 
of May 14, 1956, reflects that it is published weekly by Weekly 
Guardian Associates, Incorporated, 197 East 4th Street, Nevj 
York City, 
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SAN DIEGO SOBELL COMMUTEE, 
Morton Sobell Defense Committee, 
Sobell Defense Committee, 

San Diego Committee To Secure 
Justice For Morton Sobell 


COlWemAi 

Aka, ^ i 


A confidential source advised on May 1, 1957 that 
the San Diego Sobell Committee (SDSC), Aka Morton Sobell 
Defense Committee, Sobell Defense Committee, San Diego 
Conunlttee To Secure Justice For Morton Sobell, was o^anlsed 
on April 8, 1956 , at San Diego, California, to help ^obtain 
a new trial for MORTON SOBELL, convicted In 1951 fer'; 
conspiracy to commit espionage on behalf of the Soviet Dnlen. 
Source further advised that the SDSC la an adjunct of the 
National Comrolttee to Secure Justice For Morton Sobell in 
the Rosenberg Case, Aka National Sobell Committee, New York, 
New York, which directs activities, policy and obtains finan- 
cial support from the various Sobell committees throxighout the 
country. 


Another source on December 2," 1959 advised that 
as of that date MILTON HENRY XESSNER was chairman of the 
SDSC and that the SDSC was at that time active. 

A third source on J)ecember 2, 1959 advised that 
as of that date MILToN HENRY LESSNER was a member sf the 
San Diego County Communist Party (SDCCP) and past literature 
director of the SDCCP. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
»EDS£AL BUREAU OF XN7ESTICATI0N 


San Diego California 
January ^ i 960 



COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 


Special Agent^lUllJ^^^^^^^^l^ated as 
above, have furrlTsneareiTSDi^inforinatlon 
In the past. 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 

It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not * 
to be distributed outside your agency. , 



cm Oi 


I 

,, ■ I 

(P) COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBEIX - SUBVERSIVE 
ORGANIZATION CHARACTERIZATION — Set forth below is a characteri- 
zation of the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. 
-Henceforth, this characterization is to be used whenever needed 
to document this organization. Previous instructions concerning 
"the use of the characterization set forth in the ’’Guide to Suberslve 
Organizations and Publications," Issued by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, dated January 2, 1957 < are hereby rescinded. 



Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell — Subversive 
Organization Characterization 

’’Following the execution of atomic spies Ethel and 
■Julius Rosenberg in June 1953< the 'Communist campaign assumed a 
different emphasis. Its major effort, centered upon Morton Sobell,^ 
the Fosenbergs ' codefendant. The National Committee to Secure 
Justice in the Rosenberg Case - a communist front which had been 
conducting the campaign in the United States - was reconstituted 
as the N?tlor?l Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference in 
Chicago In October 1953 BJ^d 'then as the National Committee to . 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg case’ 

("Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications" 
dated January 2, 1957> Issued by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 195^ » the name "National Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature Issued 


by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current name, "Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell," first appeared on literature 
issued by the Committee. 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" as being 
— located at 9^0 Broadway, New Yo rk, New York. 
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TO t PIRECTOR, FBI (1O0-337035) 

PROM s SAC, HEl*? YORK (100-10711 J) 

SUBJECT* caiMiTOn: to cecupjs justice Fca 

MORTON SODGLL 

• ja - c 


lieDjlet l/i.1/60, ro^uastlns lxifo;’.«;tlc/n concernin'; 
tho ltlnOx«ary of HELEN SOBEIJ.. 



... ^ 

3-Bi?rcau (100-3^7535) (IW) ‘ j 

l-Boaton (100-27290) (RM) - ^ / 

l-IUJira (100-12292) <R?5) '- 

1-NauMnaton Field (100-29W) (RM) '' 

^^Nou Yor:: (100-10/111) 


l-SupervlBor <jf4l 



/?<» - /fi i//t ' 3t</j J 
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SAC, PHILAnKLPHI4 (100-37^7) " ‘ ' ^ : 




SUBJECT: THE COKMITTEB TO SECURE JUSTICE 
rCfR MORTON SQBELL 
IS • c 




i., ^ A'f.* 




V. V 
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Cn 2A2/6O, 

Information In the paSk., 
-SA JEREMIAH V. DOn^: 





who has furnished reliable ' 
Shed the folloving Items to ’’ 
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A 16 page mimeographed paper captioned **A Beport 
to HWIOHT D. EISERHOVER, PRESIDENT OP THE UNITED 
-. STATES, Submitted by The Committee to Secure 
justice for Horton. Sobell For the period of , 

.y January 1, ' 1959 to January. 1, I960." = r V ' 
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This report sets forth 19 reasons why executive h 
action should be taken to commute MORTON SCBEIX'b sehtence. 
Attached to the report was a copy of a letter on the letterhead.^, 
of the Committee to Secure justice for MORTON SQBEIX, New York, 

N« T., dated 1/3/60, addressed to President DWIGHT D. EISENHGVES, 
bearing the signatures of HELEN SOBELL and ROSS SQBELL, Co- 
Chairmen* The letter requests a commutation of sentence for < ^ - 
HORTON SOBELL and requests an appointment to discuss this 
personally with President HISEMOWBR* 


X 1; 


Bureau (100-387835) (Bncls* — Z) (Registered Hall) 


New York (IOO-IO7III) (Registered Kail) 
3 * Philadelphia 

^ ~ nTKtT.^ r.TBR ARY^ 


, (r^ 100-^667) 

J h - 100-gggQ^-j 


JVD/iCOg 







SCAKCH£D__^jN33 {£^; 

SCRlALIZKyaCLfiLl;. 
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^.■n-ioosiGer:;.-^-:^ ^(] . ;;i^,:;bc,5-: ‘-.:M^'. ': a::;V r 

V r* ; *- .^-.^4 - .'. ^ :.r-- 4 , 

A eovtr letter on the letterheed oT tarn Coouittee 
^0 Secure Justice Tor HORTON 60OSLL eceocpanled 
' 2 the ebove. 

r^'^, Ibe cover letter nas dated 1/5/60, addressed to TSear VrlextdsV: e 
- and was alened *!Bie Ratlooal Staff** This letter stated that 
>- ; > the 1 6 page report and the attached latter to President '"v ji 

SISEKHOfeiSR have been nailed to the fresidentj to the Attorney 
Oeneral, and vlU be smiled to Congress* This letter . " * 

contljBies that it is the intention of the Cosanlttec to release : 
the rqpocrt to the press for papers of Sunday, 1/34* Ttie 
cover letter etatee that copies of the report are avail^le - 
at *10 per copy or $ 7*30 per lundred* * - 


the nail s^oS 

QQEIi In an 


i-dviaed that be reodlved the above through 
;otsBittee to Secure justleo for fKKTOR 




vim report vlth the attached copy of a letter to 
fnsldent SZSEHHOUER and the cover letter are enclosed berevlth 
to the sureau* 


HESnUCB 
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who hB.6 furnished 
as t , personally furnlshe^^^ 
rt containing tbe^ffi^QHHp 
ccount of captioni^^rganTzatio: 
59. This account ds maintained 
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formation cannot 
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The report* cs it relates to captioned organization* 
is set forth as follows : 

Chicago Sobell Comm. « Hov. 1959 


Date 


Checks 


Deposits 


■' 5 ‘v<. 

51.00- 

'19 ; .. 

. 6.00 

23 

18.00 

25 

11.81 

25 

.75 

27 


Amount 

Payee 


^ ■* -V 


72.00 

Cleared Through 


Balance 

$43U.;o 

387.75 

381.75 

363.75 
351.94 

351.19 

423.19 


51.00 General Services Ada. Federal Reserve >-> Chgp 

6.00 Comm. Secure Justice- 

H. Sobell Corn Exchange ^ New York 

18.00 Monthly Review Cheav Corn Ex. » Hew York 

.75 Service Charge 

11.81 Illinois Bell 1st national - Chgo 

CK^e. York JW ■ ' -- 

U-100- . ("Monthly Review") • ' 

'<[*<100«10711 (CoBunittee to Secure Justice! ^ <r(;i -I C 

for Morton Sobell) jR S 1 ^ / 

2-chic aro - r f iiiiiiPiiiiiiiMfliii jrrii fr 


18.00 

.75 

11.81 
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is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
Information vhlch vould disclose an Intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number 
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LOS ANCfUS 


^ Lm ATCU 
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, V©k» 
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LKturt 1 p-m* atoArp. 
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Jamary 1$, 2960 . 

' '•■ v“ 
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^\-:-T0i £AC, Jfiani f200^1999Sj 

r:\~rrcmt .Diraetor, -rBZ (l00^3d?63S) i ‘ ^ .;.. ■ ^-v;. . . = 

->.;v.c^i;3T£:ff.ao secvbs jvstics tor morton sossli/.js - c. 


Tv. . ^ BeSTairfl 2»1$»60 aoncarning the /uture itinerary .af .• 

^ s.' Melen Sobell, 

Tor the tiyfomation of the Jfiant Off tee the Bureau p2ano 
-T^-r\.to aapItaliMe an any app or tunity to eounteraet the Zintted aueoeoa 
y.'' „Selen Sobell hao had caong certain legtttnate civic orgonisationa 
.fZ-y^-and greupa by neutralising her work through uoe ^f Bureau contaoto 
cspoee captioned aomnittee and its comauniet conjtccticnc. iSer 
v.l\ : future itinerary hao been deterntned by the Sew Tor k Office' to 
' ’ v.^ <nolu<le « tour in the Miami area eonncneing approximately B-^l»60* 
In order to make the Bureau *c plane effective it will be neceeoary 
i^i'^for your office to determine exactly BobelVe itinerary in the 
’^'-''•-.Miami area* -Promptly alert confidential iiformante and eourcee in 
. V'-. nn effort to determine her achedule end the identity of the 

groupa che plane to addreee* Maintain an extra cloee check of ' ^ v 
newopapere and ether preee media in the Miami area /or announce* „> > 
.^yy-ments eoncerning her visit. 

‘ ile noon as ony concrete deuelopmento are obtained v"- 

<''from your checks furnish such data to the Bureau by airtel. 

V Tollova this matter very closely as it appears that the Bureau may. 
>.T . in this instance have cu/jTloient tine to counteract the work of 
; j^elen Dobell in furtherance of the program to assist her huobent^-' 
Morten Bobs 11. 


S3> 


Sow Tork ^200-207222; 


/O 9///- 3^^ 


«k II. I .4 
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FILE # 


100-107111 


-SUBJECT ROSENBERG/SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL 3TSS-/? date /•/9-40 


CONSISTING OF 


FACES 


is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
vnder (b)(l} ms it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 ms it contains 
information Which vould disclose mn Intelligence 
mource. This aerial hears the Classification 
Officers number ffVPt. 


01 


SAC^ Mew York 


MtrectoVg YBT 


J^ 19^60 


COmmiST MABTT USA 
COimEXaXTElLIOESCE FBOQRAM 

xs • c 

Mufile 100^3-104 
Vrfile I00^229d02 

VOmaTTEB TO SECUBS JUSTICE 
•FOB MORTOM SO SELL 
IS ^ c 
Bufile 

MTfiU JOO^IOPIJI 


MeSTatrtel 2--2S~6o, 

^pgippi,iPPi^Xuth.ority granted to eoniact'^ 
mUmglaiii. Mew York Arehdt oceee Chancer'^ ujjice 
a confidential baate and adoiae hitn of the eapreaeed 
intention of the Cormtttee to Seaure Justice for . 
Morton SobelJ to circularize an appeal among the 
Catholic prieata in Mew York area<t A copy of * 
the l^?~page pamphlet entitled "Trial by S^eaaon" 
uhieh leas published by the Mouse Committee on 
Un^merican Activities on is enclosed* Thia 

pamphlet ahich outlines in considerable detail 
the communist machinations in connection with the 
Morton Sobel^eoG^shouJdb^eonfMentially 
furnished 


Any tangible results noted from this 
counterintelligence operation should be promptly 
■called to the attention of the Bureau* 


Enclosure 


n Z 7 . 

r., . i • 

J ***♦ ■:■, icq!*! 

. .-vi'T 


<» 




'■j . 

^ •faHL ^ 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-337835) 


1/19/60 --- 


;^SAC, SAN FRANCISCO. ilOO-35117)I.. 


COHMIOTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR NORTON SOBELL 
IS - c 


'-y*- t’'^' "'* •> * «iw « ^ ^ ^ •> > '<V' ^ 

.' / Re Bulet of Rew .. 

“• V ' • • 'York, dated 12/30/59 concernini; Reverend ISi’En l-SC CORMACK j.^ 
San’ Franc iDco and Reverend miOlAAS ULOORE, JR., of Mew ^ 
York, 


!Ric San Francleco Tile on Reverend PETER tX COiU-lACK 


was foracrly carried under I^-253Q, but has been consolidated 
into a dead security .file, XP.J.00-b30&6. All correspondence 
pertaioine to MC CO^iXACZ and his activities in the SOBELL 
■caapaicn are placed In this -file as well as In the oaln 
SOBELL file, SP 100-35117 • this.vay, a runnicc cheek . ,, / 
Is kept on KC CORMACK >s activities. 


*Vf'' 




Vo active Invootlp^atloa Is bcin^; conducted oir 
VC CORMACK at this tine. He Is a retired Presbyterian ininioter 
who never knew MORTON SOBELL \mtil he laet him In the course 
^ of his duties as chaplain at Alcatraz.' ' Hio dieczlBBal from 
^.. Alcatraz caused considerable .favorable, neunpai^r conoont £prJ^ ^\. 
his effort as a chainpion of the underdog and "one of the ' 

, finest Bcn l.have ever met", I<jORTOM< SOBELL. Since hie ^solssal 
. - KC CORMACK has been taore active than ever in SOBELL* s behalf. 

He hac nocr been active in any other front groups. .... ^ . 


Reverend KC COiUlfCK will be 76 yeax's old in Hay, ' 
i 960 . It*l8 believed that because of his advaaced a^e and possible 
senility, he has been carried away by the *’ humanitarian*’ angle 
of the SOBELL case. It Is not felt tliat he la potentially 
dangex*ous to this counti'y at this time. If any Inforoatlon 
is developed that Reverend IlC COP 4 MACK is autivo in a more dangerous 
way, the B^ireau will bo notified irseediately, and the San 
Francisco Investigation made active at once. In the oeantltoe he 
is not being recoimacnded for the Security Indo:: nor for the 
Revised^ Comounlst Index, since such Is not warranted under all 


; ' w circumstanoes in this ease, 

^3 Bureau (REO.) (AM) 

( 100 - 1071 U) 

pMA/jen 


- /^?A 




ST^fKinr LJ, 

V JAN 2 sjQno... 


W^- 
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^^..DIMCTQR^ TBl (200-387635) • 
SAC, lAULAS (65-1897)^ 

mitmiih couxTTEE to secoee 

JUSTICE rOB UOBTON SOBELL 

zs - c 


1/20/60 


* ^ 



1 1 


. On l/12/6oB^BB^ ^P ^^^ ^ ^Fldell^ Building , OftllftS, 
Texas, laade available' to an unsolicited 

..V If -.' letter be bad received from^^Be^^PffKffTfScoSuACK of San Francisco, 
California, the alleged former Protestant Chaplain at Alcatraz. 

This letter «as on behalf of HORTON SOBSUj. 


I 


Enclosed ultb this letter vas a reprint published by 
the National Student Council of the THCA and TWCA concerning 
tbelr Sixth Assembly. This also was a favorable comment on 
HORTOK SOBELL. Also enclosed was a mimeographed sheet containing ' 
comments on HORTON SOBELL by Dr. PAUL LEHUANN, Harvard Divinity 
School. Also an appeal to the President on behalf of HORTON 
SOBELL containing a list of four pages of clergymen requesting 
the recipient of the letter to also sign b'is' name' and r 
forvard It to the President. T 

T 

Unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau and Ken 
Tork^ this material vill not be furnished to Nev York or the 
Bureau since It has probably already come to the attention of - 
the Bureau. . ; . ' „ ; 

This material is being made a 1-A exhibit of the Dallas 
file and the above Is being furnished for information. . - ^ 


2 * Bureau (RU) 

New York (fill) 

"2 - Dallas (1 - 100-9B95) 
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0 P P-Jhfr^E MEMORANDUM ♦** 


J . 


SAC ( 100 - 37667 ) 


FR(»1 s SA 




SUBJECT; PHILADELFHIA SOBELL COMMITTEE 
IS - C 


UNIIED STATES OOVERNMEMT- 
DATE: a/ 20/60 I 


On 12 A6/59^^QS^^^H who has fux*nlshed reliable Informa- 
.tlon In the oast, personaii^prgvided a typewritte n statement to SA 

This statement Is maintained in 




"Thurs,, Dec, 10, 1959 


"On Thursday evening, December 10, 1959 about 9 P.W, a group 
of about 25 persons gathered at the home of SARA and HARRY 
EPSTEIN, at 57^5 N. Falrholl St,, Phlla., Ba. 


"The purpose of the meeting was to hear Mrs, HELEN SGBELL, 
wife of MORTON. . ‘ . 


"Mrs, SARA EPSTEIN greeted 'All persons present and welcomed 
the group to her home. She then introduced Mrs, PEARI, CHERNOFF 
as chairman of the meeting, Mrs. CHERNOFF stated that through 
the efforts of JEAN DI PRANTZES they were able to procure the 
services of BILL ROBISON, He“ls a llght-aklnned Negro who 

ll i New York (SOBELL CC^IMITTEE) (REGISTERED MAIL) - ^ 

1 - Portland (SOBELL- COMMITTEE) (REGISTERED MAIL) 

1 - San Francisco (SCBEIi COMMITTEE) (REGISTERED MAIL) 






PH 


^0-37667 

^ 


"gfive Bome dratnetlc sketches based on work of EARL ROBINSON, 
Dr, W. E. B, DuBOISj. WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE and others. 


"Mrs. HEIEN SQBELL vas then called upon to speak. She spoke 
’dramatically of the her end sons visit to the Federal Prison 
in Atlanta^ Qa. 


"She stated that MORTON’S nother^ROSE^ was In Washington, 

D. C. to see the President. She'was unable to see him. 

She then went to the pardon commissioner end then to the 
J[u8tlce department. 

"It was brought out that she may be a guest on FRANK PORD’s 
ehow on Friday evening from 11 P.M. to 2 A.K. (This did 
not materialize). 

"It then brought out that a Bucks County Sobell Committee 
was organized this Saturday afternoon. No location was men** 
tloned. 

"Mrs, H, SOBELL read editorial from the St. Peters berg . Pla, 
Times of 11/1^/59* According to her the paper said that her 
husband was convicted because of the hysteria of the time. 

"She claims that during her west coast trip she made four 
television and radio appearances. 

"She said that e great Britisher, BERTRAND RUSSELL and an 
eminent Jew from Israel sent a cablegram to the President 
asking for Christmas amnesty. She claims that she has 
cinescope of last television appearance and It Is available. 

"She played a ’Ballad for Morton Sobell’ on record at this 
meeting; These will be made up for public distribution 
shortly. 

"She claims that many more prominent persons are showing 
great concern In her husband’s Innocense, She even- 
introduced a clipping from a Hearst newspaper (antl-Communlst 
paper) where they %a*ote a forward and favorable story and 
' j published her picture. ; 

"She feels that If this momentum keeps up enough Interest • 




l#b-37667 


‘Vlll be nenlfeBted to bring pressure to bear on the 
government officials and they will be compelled to 
release him by public demand. 



"Each time she comes to Philadelphia she has a longer list 
of Individuals Interested in her husbands case, 

"These thi^ee Itmes were distributed at the meeting: 

"(l) Social ^estlons Bulletin, Vol 49, number 9> 
December 1959* Issued monthly by Methodist 
Federation for Social Action. 

"(2) Sermon *When Conscience Speaks,* by Reverand 

SAMUEL A. WRIGHT, JR,, on April 12, 1959 at 
Jfentfleld, Calif, 


^'(3) A letter to the President of the Iftilted States 

to be signed, This Is asking for J&nas amnesty^ 

0 


"Mrs, CHERNOF P showed pictures of Xmas tree drawn by*her 
son with 8 card asking for Xmas amenstv. This drawing 



"ihe largest portions^ of people present were Jewish, They 
were all smiling and“Very friendly. 


’’Coffee and cak^ 








The above-described Items distributed at the meeting 


f -I . ' ' 


- 3 - 





W ^0^7667 

arelretalned In 100-37667-13-32- (19). 



It l8 noted that the "Social Questions Bulletin^” issued 
by the Methodist Federation for Social Action^ has an address of 
F.0« Box 327/ Gresham^ Oregon. 









DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, MEW YORK 


1/21/60 


COKMUMISt PARTY USA 
COUMTERINTEILIGCNCX PROGRAM 
IS • c 

Buftle 100-3-104 
VYflle 100-129802 . . 




COMMXTTEE 70 SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - C 

Buflle 100-387835 
NYflle 100-I0711I 


Rebulet Jl/19/60. which authorized contact with Cbe > • 

York AreMlocew - . 

Chancery Oillce, on a conxioentralbasTfi^to advise hin of the 
intentions of the Coonittee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" . 
to circularise appeal among the Catholic. Priests in the M§w York ^ ^ 
area. : _ . 




jd on 1/20/60 by 
"nt the Cardinal*! 


re B wencei7H5^MaalsonAvenue^3ev^orI^rtyr]||EH^^g^^^^^^2j| 
was advised of the confidential natur^^^jjh^J^^^^^J^Stnen^^ 
apprised of the reason for the visit. 

that he was most interested in the informs tionfurninieauiiu and 
felt that socoe action should be taken. It was his opinion that 
in view of the fact that general conferences of priests are held 
periodically, the next being held in March of 1960, that these 
priests would be orally advised of the situation. If in the - . - * 

Deantimc the committee actually disseminates letters to the 
Catholic Clergy, the Cardinal will then transmit letters* 
toth^Clerc^lrwjj^r to counteract the one from the coos&ittee. 

felt that this would be the best way to handle 
tiie slcuai:ion.i. A copy of the 137 page pamphlet, *7rinl by Treason" 


cnished 


as suggested by the Bureau, 


3 - BUREAU (100-129802) (RM) 
.\ <1 - BUfile 100-387835) 

(21- NEW YORK (100-129802) 

^ d/- NYfile 100-107111) = 

WTM^WG ^ - 

(5) ^ 
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CO 100-25530 

, Cblcago Sobell Conmlttee 

A * V 

•A* . “ 

Deceabar, 1959, 

'• ‘ ‘ ^ f 



* ^ m m 

Checks ‘ ' Deposits 

Bslsnce 




$423.19 

S 

X47«46 

275,73 

2 

18.37 

257.36 

, 6 . 

51,00 

^ B06.36 

-;, *■ 16 - . . 

A - ^ ^ ,-*4, 

‘ , • * . ' P * ' . ■ 

’ 104.00 . - 310.36 

•••22. :/^' 

. • ■ '■■■;• ■ '-‘'r '. 

225.00 '535.36 

•-■*•' - 24 

' 10.42 ' 

524.04 


• ' ■ 50,00 ■' • * * 

474.94 

-- 29 

51.00 

423.94 

20 

.75 

423.19 

Amount 

payee 

Cleared Through 



147.46 - 

* Careful Office Services , * 

. ' American llat*l — Chicago ' 


18.37 

Cash (End: GEBTEUDS 

Us. 

> 


COrEKElHF78.20) 

• . • . ... - . - 


51.00 

General Services Adminis- 

Federal Keserve*- Chicago 



tration 



10.42 

Illinois Dell 

let Vational -Tchic^o 


50.00 

Cornni. Secure Justice M. 

Corn Exchange - Kev York 

Cl * 

• t,- 

fiOBELL 


' - ' 

51.00 

General Services 

Federal Eeserve - Chicago 



Administration '--r - *■. 

;. * . ; - 

prr- V'*-- , 

j 

... . 

* .75 

• Service Charge'. 

'-y*- j. t - ^ * V 

•T 

r Jr ■■ ■ . 

4%fcV 

'JlW ^^*"^^1”''''' 


' ' 

,U}\ " /- 


•._> ■.. • .. ; 2 - - . 

.. - ' ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




atcncirriNG oe’Ficc 

BOSTOlf 

orricKOroniOiN ^ ^ 

NEW YORK ■’•'1 


iNVEtriaATivc weioD ^ 

12/22/^9 - 1/11/6Q_ 

TITLE OF CASE| . 

■5* 1 

Changed 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON S03ELL 


TVSVOVY 

m 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERI^AL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


The title of this report Is being narked "Changed" 
to delete rrora the title the words "BOSTOIT DlVISIOli" as 
-requested In Bureau letter to Albany dated IJovember 25, 1959. 

IlEPEREKCES 

Beport of dated Barch 27j 1959 &t Boston. A^c, 

Bureau letter to Albany dated November 25, 1959. 

Boston letter to Bureau dated December 30, 1959* 

- C - 

ENCLOSURES (2): Thumbnail sketch of captioned orgaziizatlon. 


SPCCIAL AOCNT 
4N CHANGE 


eO «>dOT ¥mtTK IN SPACES MCLOiV 


OOPte* MAOCi 


6 - Bureau (100-367835) (Enel. 2) (Pj' 

1 - OSI, Westover APB, Mass. (RM) 

-1- DIO, Boston 4R14 

Qj- New york-.(iop-iQiyJD::iiroi) ^ 

(1 - G-2, Governors Is 

2 - Boston4l00-27290) 


■4 





PAOF^£RTY OF FBt.'^Thift raport is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither it nor its contents are to be distributed outside the a^ncy to which loaned 









BS 100*27290 
INPORFiANTS 


Identity 


BS T-1 
B5 T*2 


ZfOcation 






7ha infomante inentioned In the details or this report are 
Identified as foUowe: 


Informant 



Location 

100-27290-770 


Instant report 
Contaj^d orally by SA 
January 10, 



Jk 

^•>0 


ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


Careful consideration has been given to each source concealed 
and T 83 rnibol 8 were utilized in the report only in those instances 
where the identities of tlie sources must be concealed. 




^nrang^ents have been made wit 

Auditing Department, tenth TIo or, ^ifst Iv'atidnal Bank 
©no^on, for the Boston Office to be notified inmedlately if 
any efforts are made by the Committee to Secure Justice for Lyp 

MORTON S03ELL or any official representative to bank at this 
institution* 

Arrangements have also been made ■ 

Massachusetts State lollce, for the notification oftni^orfice ‘ 
if any information pertaining to the captioned organization cones 
to his attention. 

also advised that he would notify this office 
e receives a^y information concerning the captioned organize- he> 
tion becoming active in the Boston area. 

Dissemination has been accomplished on the local level to • ^V-. 

OSI, DIO and G-2 because of their interest In this natter. 4 - 

Also furnished are copies of an evaluation nenorandun. 

- - 


COVER PAGE 


FD- (Rev, 3-3-S 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTI 
PEDJERAL BUREAU OP INVESTIGATION 




Copy fot t)SIf Vestover AFB^ Kase. (BM) 

I DIO, Boston (RM) 

■'I 0-2, Gove more Island, inr(RM) 

Report eft saBBBHBHB omoet BOSTON 

Date: J^N2f>193n 

Field Office No,s BS 100-27290 Bnreau Pile No,: BU 100-387835 

-litle: COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR MORTON SOBELL 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 

Synopsis: An informant advised in 1/59 and also in 1/60 

that he had no Infomatlon concerning this 



- C - 


'Uhls document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 








3S 10^27290 ^ 

CETAIIB; . f . . 

idvlaed on July 24, 1959 the last known veetlng of 

,& organlzatinj^j^^j^ outing in Sharon, Massachusetts on 
July 12, 28 , 1959 and again 

In January, that he had no further •v’^O 

Information pertaining 




Informants, vho have knowledge of phases of Communist larty 

activity In the Boston area, advised In September, 1959 that^ — , 

they had no information of a current nature concerning this 
organisation, -'--2 


The Conrnimlst Party, USA, has been deslgxiated by 
the Attorney Creneral of the United States xnirsuant 
to Executive Order #IQ450, 


) 


- 2 - 
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■«v5 *•' 




3S 100-27290 


APPENDIX 


7ba to Sutversive Organizations and Publications « revised ‘ 

and published as or January 2* 1957* prepared and released by 
the Oossnlttee on On-Anerioan Activities, V* £« House of Re- 
presentatives, Washington, D.C*, on page 60, states as follows s 


RATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL IN 

^H£ HOSEljBERG CAS^E ^ 


!• Following the executlion of atonic spies ETHEL and JULIUS 
ROSENBERG in June, 1953, the "Conmuniat canpaign assuned 
a different enphasis. Its tnajor effort centered upon 
MORTON SOBELL”, the ROSENBERGS* codefendant. The National 
Connlttee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case « a 
Connunist front which had been conducting the campaign 
In the United States - was reconstituted as the National 
Rosenberg-Sobell Connittee at a conference in Chicago 
in October, 1953 "then as the National Conmittee 
to Secure Justice for Horton Sobell In the Rosenberg 
Case", National headquarters remained at 10^0 6th 
Avenue, New York City, Co-chairmen of the newest 
organization were DANIEL MARSHALL and JOSEPH BHAININ, 
(Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, 

"Trial by Treason; The National Committee to ;r 
Secure Justice for the Roaenbergs and Horton 
Sobell”, August 25* 1956, pp, 118 and 120; also 
cited In Annual Report for 1955* House Report 
161;8, January 17, 1956, originally released 
January 11, 1956, p. 30.) 




BS 100-27290 


APPENDIX 




tTha Quite <to Subversive Organizations and Publications, revised 
and published as of January 2, 1957# prepared and released by ' 
the^onmittee on Un<^erican Activities, U. S. House of Re- 
presintatives, Washington, D.C«, on page 60, states aa follows 


RATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE IN THE ROSENBERG CASE 
T&nd local afniiaies) ^ 


.!• Cited as a Consminist front ’’organized at least as early 
as November, 1951" to conduct the United States phase of 
<*a mammoth propaganda campaign designed to obliterate 
the crime (of) and exploit the ROSEI^ERGS and their 
codefendant, MORTON SOBELL, for the purposes of Intez** 
nationnl oc*nrcun;lcm”. Headed by JOSEPH BRAININ as 
chat irr.f:.7i , tho cormiittee bad national headquarters at 
1050 6tb Avorus, Nsv York City, smd more than 1;0 local 
affiliat?s tirrcvpnoat the coxintry, 

(Commit ts-i on Un^iAmdrican Activities, Report, 

•‘Trial by Treason: The National Committee to 
Socu*'6 Ju;? trice lor the Rosonbergs and Morton 
Srrbcll", 25/ 1?56, pp. 1, 13/ 21, 63 

and 1204 ali’c cited in Annual Report for 1955, 

Eouae Report, 161|.8, January 17, 1956, originally, 
released January 11, 1956, pp* 3 and 29-33*) 

■ 

2* •'To defend the ceaes of Communiat lawbreakers, 

fronts have been devised making special appeals in 
behalf of civil liberties emd reaching out far 
beyond the confines of the Communist Party Itself. 

Among these organizations are the « « « National Committee 
to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case* When the 
Communist Party Itself is under fire these offer a 
bulwark of protection.” 

(Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, Handbook for Americans, 

S* Doc, 117, April 23/ 1956, p* 91*) 


ft 
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Qvp 


STATES DEPARTMENT 0\ 
ERAL BUREAU OP INVESTl 


01 


TICE 

ON 



Boston, Massachusetts 

JAN251DS0 



COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


^R6l|Rre 

mmm 


encs is made to the report of Special Agent 
dated and captioned as above at Boston^ 





All Infonannts la'^ntioned in the details of referenced report 
have furnished reliable Information in the past* 


This memoranduin Is loaned to you by the FBI , and neither it 
nor its contents are to be distributed outside the agency to 
vhleh loaned* 




* 







T 


Office . MeP2oQlt^duf?2 * united STiQlS GOVERNMEm 
ro , Director, FBI (100-387835) pxte: 1/26/60 

noxf CAC, MUni (100-12292) . » ' 


noM 


SUBJECT: 


CO^aILTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR HORTON SOBELL 
(00: Dew York) 


concerning 


ulg^cfl^loned "Security Informants" <iated 10/27/59 
my let 11/25/59 «nd Buairtel 1/18/60, 

Bit of HEl£H SOBELL to Miami. ' ^ 


Informant coverage on activities of the Miami 
Sobell Coosilttee of the Cgmltteet^Secure Justice for 
Morton Sobell Is afforde«|^^^^Sg^9 There Is no chax^ge 
In subject organise tlon suc^suomTssTon of referenced 
letter, that Is, there Is no evidence the Miami Sobell 
Conmlttee Is currently a formally organised Rrg^u^^^ere 
are no officers of record and, according tclp^^^ |^ | | activ- 
ity is confined to the solicitation and coIXectior^? 
financial contributions t^ich are forwarded to captioned 
organization at Dew York City. 

A representative number of cases have been re- 
opened on individuals considered to have informant potential 
and these individuals are currently being considered in con- 
nection with this program. 





^*1^'. •T'j .i.r; 




- - ■ v - ^JAiTilShnv ‘ffH, ^ ^ 





1 







Referenced Bureau Airtel reflects HELEN SOBELL is 
scheduled to visit Miami approximately February 1, I960. 
iSl^^^^and other logical sources have been alerted to the 


2 - Bureau (RM) 

Dew York (100- 107111) (info) 
2 ^ Miami ' 

TCtfioew/egh ^ ^ . 






foe ’-/e7f^^39'(tiL 




■HMD 



Jr t 


-•cheduled SOSELL visit And her activities and contacts 
will be closely followed as an aid in carrying out instant 
program . 

'Should lafonMtion be developed that the Miami 
Cpnmittoe has' rbimrted to a 'formally organised “v 
; group^as a result of that visit, the Bureau vill be 

’ procptly advised r The Miami Division 'is currently utilising 
the Panel Source Program in in^lemencing its current 
program to develop additional coverage on captioiied group. 



^ if- 


The Bureau will be advised 60 days from date 
of Instant communlcatlbo^of the progress* and success being "" 
• 'made- In .this program.•i^r^AW-r^;^v.J^■ ■^>-•>’''■“ " 



r ^ ■ • -#Y 




) 








100-107111 


FIL£ # 

ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COhWITTEF) 

SERIAL 3 ?^^ 3 BATE 

CONSISTING OF /tST FACES 

F»9 >MF 

Ik. exempt from disclosure^ in Its entirety, 
under (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
Information vhlch vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the (n.asslflcatlon 
Officers number flHV. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




■OKTINOOmCS ^ 

MINWEAPOLIS 


e^rwB OF oniaiN 

*<r- 


LE OF CASE 
CHANGED 

COMUITTEB TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORION SOBEtL 


OATC 

1/27/SO 


UrfVUTiaATlVC FCAIOO 

1/11 - 1/25/60 


iwo««tmaocby 

saI 

CHARAaEit OF CASE 

IS - C and BWP 


h7c. 


3sa 


The title Is being aarked changed in order to delete 
Tr(»B it its local sf filiate the Minnesota Committee 
to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell. 


Report of 8A| 


REFERENCE 

ated 7/27/59 at Minneapolis. /9C 

- p* • 

ADMINISTRATIVE 


This report is being stamped confide 
IS information furnished 
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m 





lesuit xn 

informant. 


a disclosure of which cotHfl^easo^oxy 
6 Identification of a valuable and current 
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Careful conaidaratlos has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols sere utllsed only in those 
Instances where the identities of the sources oust 
be concealed. 


XNFORUAKTS 






LEAD 
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mMKSAPOLIS DIVISION 


At MiDDftfcpolls, Minnesot* 

Will submit report is six montbe regarding sctivities 
cl the MinDesots Sobell Conuaittee. 
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DKITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ^ 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 


Roport of: 
tDAte: 


ONI, Chicago (RU) 
OSI, Chicago <RN) 
G>2, 8t. Paul (RM 



January 


I Office: 


MiDoeapolls, ' 
llionesota 


File Number: UlBneapolls (100-8894) 

Bureau (100-387833 

tritle: OOMUITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE FOR 

HORTON 80BELL 


Character : 


INTERNAL 8BC0RITT - C mad SUP 


Syaopais ; 


JEAN BRUST, Secretary, Hianesota Sobell Comnilttee. 
on National BoarA of Committee to Secure Justice xor 
Horton Sobell. Uinnesota Sobell Committee is an 
affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice 
for Horton Sobell. Officers of Uinnesota 
Committee remain the same and its working 
committee continues to meet on a somewhat 
irregular basis. Activity of Hinnesota Committeo 
has been on the decrease because of its In- 
ability to gain any headway in its stated 
purpose and because of int ernal bag ging dow n 
of the organisation Itself T 




Minhfcsotu Lowiftiittfc it, sviiJT coatioiiea 

dominated by SVP locally* 



- p* - 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan , „ _ 

to your agency; it and/or its contents are not to be distributed 
outslde your agency. 
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DETAILS; 


The Sociftllet Workers Party and the Conaunlst 
Party have been designated by the Attorney General 
the United States pursuant to Executive Order 
10450. 


I. ORGANIZATION 


A. Affiliation 








IIP 100-6894 

I 



II. GENERAL ACTIVIT? 


IIP T-»4 on June 27, 1959 Advised thst Reverend SRWIN GAEDE 
of Los Angeles, California, speaking before those in attendance 
sit m banquet sponsored by the los Angeles Sobell Committee, 
an affiliate of the Committee to Secure Justice for Horton 
Sobell related incidents that occurred during his Hidwest 
tour in behalf of HORTON SOBELL. In bis speech Reverend 
GAEDE spoke with regard to St. Paul, Ifinnesota, stating 
that if his tour had accomplished nothing else his wonderful 
reception at the University of Hinnesota made the trip extremely 
worthwhile. GAEDE stated he talked to 23 ainisters at a 
aeeting held at the University, that all of the Ministers 
An attendance were completely sympathetic and wanted inform 
nation on the HORTON SOBELL case. GAEDE also stated that 
at another neetlng held at the Unitarian Church in the Twin 
City area some 100 people attended end all were Antensely 
Interested. . 




^advised on August II, 1959, a 
^picnic at the Uinoehaha Park,*l(lnneapolls, . was 

sponsored by the Hinnesota Sobell Committee, 
that the affair was informal and that no bus 
were transacted. 







Tr«^<*tin<> of the Mi 




advised the 

Sobell 




advxst^d that it was deci^dat the above m^'eting tw’ ouy 

additional books of the **Judgment of Julius and Ethel Rosen* 
berg. 













Kovenbf) 
nd 




59 and Movmnber 24 » 19S9, respectively 
ade available the aane inferaatloo. 








made available a throwaway 
aooouociDg a meeting eponsored by the Uioneeota Sobell CoDmittee 
to be held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. fiSSEft 6HRAGG, €924 
35} Avenue Morth, Mlnneapolia, MinneBOta. The announcement 
stated that the principal speakers at the above meeting 
would be Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES LEE recently returned from #9 
the Soviet Union and they would discuss their experiences : 
of that trip. 




radvlsed that a Minnesota Sobell 
was ntiu ui LUb 6hh.AtiG residence on Movember 28 » 1959. 
eported that the principal speakers were the LEES, 
in discussing, his trip to the Soviet Union » stated he 
had been born there tad had -.worked in the' underground in the 
old days. IXE stated that there has been a great change - 
in the condition in the Soviet Union and that he discovered 
in talking to the people of the Soviet Union that they wished 
only for peace and to a chance to raise their standard of living. 
LEE stated be was well treated during bis trip but tended to 
be critical of the Russian form of government stating that 
he did not think they had Communism and that only about one 
per cent of the people belonged to the Communist Party. 
lEiE stated that the living conditions in genersl were mot 
too good. 



^ characterised C1{ARU.:S LEE as 
and Stalinist who did not, however; 




b#»l»eve Communism would come to United States beca use of the 
nood conditions existing In this county. 
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? 




Advised that the Minnesota Sobell 


xiommittee has been relatively Inactive for the past period 
and that this inactivity eras caused aalnly by the CoBBalttoe*s 


inability to gain any headway in cbtalning freedom fox MORTON 
SOBELL and to an internal bogging down of the organisation 
■itself. 







UP 100-8894 

J IV. aAMiriCATIOKS 

On Oecembnr 7 , 1939 and January 21, ISOOjlQ^miftdvlBad that tha ^ 
Vinnaaota Soball Connlttaa is locally cocT^Tlea and domlnatod 
by the Socialist Workers Party and that although there is 
CP affiliation «ith the Conalttee on an individual basis 
the aajority of its officers and aorking coaaittee are current 

aeabers of the Socialist Workers Party. 

\ 



APPSrCDIX 
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COKttlTTEB TO SSCURE 
JUSTICE TOR IIORTOK SOBELL 


*'FoIIo«lng the •x»cutlon of atomic opiee Stbal and >: 

Julius Rosenborg lo June 1953, the *Coaaunlst caopsign ;; 

aesumed a different emphasis. Its major effort centered 
upon Horton Sobell,* The Rosenborgs ' codefendant. ^e 
National Committee to Secure Justice in the Rosenberg 
Case « a communist front which had been conducting Che 
campaign in the United States - was reconstituted as 
the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at a conference 
in Chicago in October 1953 and 'then as the National 
Committee to Secure Justice for Horton Sobell in the 
Rosenberg case* — — 

(^Cuide to Subversive Organiaatlons and Publications** 
dated January 2, 1957, Issued by the Bouse Committee 
cn Un-American Activities, page 60.) 

In September, 1954, the name **Natlonal Committee to 
Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on litera- 
ture Issued by the Committee. In March, 1955, the current 
name, "Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell,** • 
first appeared on literature issued by the Coauaittee. ^ 

The 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the *'Committee to Secure Justice for Morton Sobell'* 
as being located at 940 Broadway, New York, New York. 







VNITSD STATES DLPARIUSNT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF XKVESTX CATION 


In Reply « Pleeee 
Refer to File . 

Fo. 100-S894 

llloneepollfi, Mionesote 
Jeouary 25 » X960 


CC»lltlTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 

FOR HORTON SOBELL 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C AND SWP 

CoDfldentlftl Inforio^jv^^an^Bour^^^'eferred to 
In the report of Sfl||[RBR^^[^^^lated January APC- 
25, 1960, at IHnneapoTT^^iTnnf&oT^^in cpationed . 
matter, hnve furnished reliable information in 
the past. 

This is the property of the FBI, It is loaned . T 
to you by the FBI and neither It nor its con- 
tents are to be distributed outside the aj^ency 
to vhiob loaned* 
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SUBJECT FOSENBSRG/SOBELL COTtlITTEE 

SERUL 3?^ DATE 

CONSISTING OF SS' FACES 

jr^ OV 

kb exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
under {b)Cl) es it has been classified pursuant 
to ^ecutlve Order 11652 as it contains 
information vhlch vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number MHlL 


FILE # 


100.107111 




SUBJECT 


ROSENBERG/ SOBELL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL 




DATE 




CONSISTING OF 


RAGES 




is exempt from disclosure, in its entirety^ 
under (b)C7)(D) ss information contained I n .. . . 
this serial vould identify en Informant to 
whom sn expressed promise of confld^^ntlality"- ='^- 
has bern given. This Information Includes 

dates and places of nestings vhl^ uere 

attended by a limited mimber of people Icnovn 
to the informant and/or information from these ~ 
nestings and situations in vhlch an informant 
vas in close contact vlth members of these - 
organizations^ disclosure of vhlch vould reveal ^ 
his identity.. 





ro-ju (I ty Mt 
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FEDERAnUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




HsRsnlDf Of flea 

Offlea •r Orifln 

Oais 


lavas tlsailws pari#d 

NB^ YORK 

mj YORK 

1/23/60 

7 

/25/59 - 1/19/60 


title of CAtt 

Ji 

COMTTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE 
FOR MORTON SOBELL 


tl»pOfl hf 


character of case 




INTERNAL SECURITY - C; 
INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OP 1950 


REFERENCE 


Report of Si 


[dated 7/31/59, New York. 4^ 


- P* - 


ADMCNISTRATTVE 



By airtel dated 10/30/59, 

nr sn vMthI 

pavisea tnat lie 

_iaci Leen contactea by tae st-aii' or me usuns', the SOBELL case was 
briefly discusBed with him and his agreement to participate, 
in the Clergymen *6 Appeal was not secured until after he was - 
Ehovjn a release setting forth Clergymen who had 

already agreed to particijate.G^^^^^yaid that the 
signatures of these splrltuall^aeoTc^^ Christians, whom he 
knew, Influej^iaB^lJlLto sign from a Christian and humanitarian 
viewpoint. Kig^Sg^said hi^ signing was to ask the President 
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Capias aadei 4 ’ 

5- Bureau (100-387835) (RM), 

1- G-2, First Anry, NYC (RM) 

1- OSI, Second Air Force District, 
NYC (RII) 

1- ONI, Third Naval District, NYC, 
(RM) , 

^2- New York (100-107111 
•f COPIES CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 
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Atlanta (INFO) (RW), ^ ^ 

Albany (lOO-lSSoO) (INFO) (RM) 

Baltimore ( 100 - 15241 ) (INFO) (RM) 

Boston ( 100 - 27290 ) (INFO) (^) 

Buffalo (100-1153^, ( INFO) (RrO 
Chicago (lOO-25530KpiFO) (RM) * 

Clnclnatl (100-10090) (INFO) (RM) 

Cleveland (100-20243) (iNFO) (^) 

Detroit (100-20938) (11^0) (R^l), ^ 

Lob Angeles (100-41646) (INFO) (^) 

Louisville (100-4350) (iNFO) (R^:) 

Miami (100-12292) (INFO) (RK), , 

Milwaukee (IOO-IIQ 82 ) (pjFO) (Kl) 

Minneapolis (100-8894) (pJFO) (RM) 

Newark (100-36202) (INTO) (TO , 

New Kaven (100-14203) (INFO) (^) . 

Philadelphia ( 100 - 37667 ) (INFO) (RM) 

Phoenix (100-4333) , ( pFO) ( TO 
Portland (100-9004) (IIJFO) (RIl) 

Salt Lalce City (100-9029) (INF0)(TO 
San Francisco (lOO-^SHT; (l^O) (RM) 

San Diego ( 100 - 9380 ) (INFO) (TO 
Seattle (100-22197) (INFO) (RM) 

St. -Louis (100-11725) (ipo) (TO,, 

Washington Held Office (100-25^7^) (INFO) (RM) 
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ADKJNISTRATIVE ( CONTtlJlTED) 


Lw the case and not a belief In SOBELL’s Innocence, 
upon ascertaining the true nature of the CSJMS planned 
.o contact those Clergymen whose signatures had Influenced 
his signing the Appeal. 




Avenue. 
«nd SA] 


flsur of the 

on ? /l ? . 




"Ihrlft Shop" at 15^ 
conducted by SA| 


Nicholas 


VSR 




This report la classified "Confidential" since the 
information contained therein was obtained from informants 
of continuing value and could reasonably prevent their 
future effectiveness. , 
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IWFOnrtANTS (CONTimJED) 


Date of Activity Pile Number 

Identity And/or Description where 

of Source of Information Located 
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ITJF0ni:ANTS (CONTINUE!^ 


“Identity 
of Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Deecription 
of Information 


f‘lle IJumber 
where 
Li'jcated 




; "Vicj ■ s; y 






NY 100-107111-373 









iilxchanee 

NYTrust Co., NYC. 
(Requested) 


NY T-15 Is 


NY T-1^ Is 


-*T 


Bank Balances 
f July, 1959 
August, 1559 
September, 1959 
October, 1959 
November, 1959 
December, 1959 
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100-107111-3769A 
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Instant Report 
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IWF0R?WTTS (CONTimJED) 


Date of Activity 

Identity And/or description 

of Source of Information 


File Number 
where 
Located 


NY T -16 is 
NY 2471-S* 



Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T aymbols were utilized In the report only in 
bhose Instances where the identities of the sources jnust be 
concealed . 


Copies of this report are being furnished for 
Information purposes to all offices where active adjuncts 
or affiliates of the CSJMS have been revealed to exist 
either through publicity of the CSJMS or by confidential 
Informants , 

NEW YORK 


At New York, New York 

Will follow and report activities of captioned 
organization as revealed through confidential InfomiantE and/or 
publicity releases. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

;i 1“ 0-2. Flret Army, NYC (W,!) 

Copy-^o: 1- OSI, 2nd Air Force District, KYC(rm) 

1- ONI, T^ilrd Naval District, WYC^EVI) 

Report of: ^^2^10000111 Office: Now York, New York 
Date: 1/28/60 

-Pile Number : New York lOO-lOTlll Bureau 100-337B35 

COMMITTEE TO SECURE JUSTICE POR 
MORTON SOBELL 


Character: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

INTERNAL SECimiTY ACT OP 1950 

Synopsis: The National Keadquarters of the Committee To 

Secure Justice for Morton Sobell and the head- 
quarters of the New York Sobell Qsmmittee are 
at Room D, 9^0 Broadway, NYC. Memoers of the 
National staff of the Committee to Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell are HELEN SOBELL, TED JACOBS, 

LEAH SCHNEIDER and AARON KATZ. Members of the 
New York Sobell Committee include the above and 
BEN RATNER, JENNIE RATHER, EVELYN HARAP, BELLA 
HALEBSKV and MARGARET BLAU. Purpose of the 
Committee Is to secure the release of MORTON SOBELL 
from prison and to effect this the Committee To 
Secure Justice Ibr Morton Sobell Is sponsoring a 
Natlonvdde clemency appeal. An Informant advised 
that the need for operating funds for the Committee 
is critical. 

. . - P* - • 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of any kind. It Is the property of the FBI, and Is a loan to 
your agency; it and/or Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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DETAILS; 


A> CHARACTERIZATION 


Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell 

^‘Following the execution of atomic spies ETHEL and 
JULIUS ROSENBERG In June, 1953> the Communist campaign assumed 
a different emphasis. Its major effort centered upon l^RTON 
SOBELL, the ROSSItDERGs’ codefendant. The National Committee To 
Secure Justice In the Rosenberg Case - a Communist front -which 
had been conducting a campaign In the U.S. - ir/as reconstituted 
as the National Rosenberg-Sobell Committee at la .conference 
In Chicago in October, 1953» ®-nd then as the National Committee 
To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell in the Rosenberg Case' 

( "Oulde to Subversive Organisations and Publications"- 
dated January 2, 1957» issued by the House Committee bn Un-’ 
American Activities, page 60). 

> 

In September, 195^ > the name "National Conanlttee 
To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" appeared on literature 
Issued by the Committee, In IJarch, 1955* the current name, 
"Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell", first appeared 
bn literature Issued by the Committee. 

In 1959-1960 Borough of Manhattan telephone directory 
lists the "Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell" 
as being located at 9^0 Broadv;ay New York, Kev^ York. 

Tlie Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell, the 
Ifatlonal Committee To Secure Justice for Morton Sobell and the 
Sobell Cccnlttee v;lll be referred' to by the initials CSJI’IS, NCSJ14S, 
and SC where appropriate in this report. 







NY 100^107111 


The Communis t Party, United States of America t CP, USA) 
■Lnd the Socialist Workers Party (SWP) have been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive 
Order 10^50 . 


B. LOCATION. PUHPQSE AND STA?7 

On Januan'^ l6, 1950 furnished the folloi7ins 

evaluation of the CSJMS: 

•'The Committee To Secure Justice for Horton Sobcll Is 
an organization founded for the purpose of securing the release 
of IlORTOK SOBELL from prison. The Committee expects to do this 
by obtaining either a new trial for SOBELL or by obtaining 
a Presidential pardon or commutation of his sentence to the time 
eilready served. 

•’The National Headquarters of the Sobell Committee - 
Is at Room D, 9^Q Broadvray, Hevi York City, which Is also the 
location of the ew York Sobell Committee. 

•’There is no formal membership in the SC and there 
are no dues . People volunteer their services and 
are affiliated with the Comlttee for varying periods of time 
•and often reaffiilate '^Ith the Committee after being Inactive 
for periods of time. 

" The paid staff members of the SC are believed 
to be. AAROH KATZ, LEAH SCHNEIPER, TED JACOBS, HEI£>J SOBELL 
and one BERTHA (LNU) who is employed on a part time basis. 

The members of the National Staff of the CSJMS are as follows! 
TED JACOBS, who handles publicity, plans campaign and contacts 
■other Sobell Committees}. LEAH SCHNEIDER, viho It is believed 
manages the office; AARON KATZ, who is an East Coast Organizer, 
and, HELEN SOBELL, who travels throughout the country malclng 
fund raising speeches. The members of the '.jjeV; York Sobell 
Committee include all of the above and: 










t 
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'to TiArtJER, Chalman; JENNIE RATNER, EVELYN KARAP. 
.Co-chairman* BELLA HALEBSICY, MARGARET BLAU: MURIEL (believed 
to be VIEISS or WEISSMAN) ; and GEORGE ( IJOT) . 

"There are SC branches in most larger cities auch 
Bs Boston, Chicago, Atlanta, Los Angeles, San Francisco and 
Philadelphia. 

"■The National Committee suggests policies and plans 
campaigns for the local CommmlttecD, but they are general 
autonomous and self-supporting and do net have to follovi the 
suggestions of the National Committee. It is to be pointed 
-out that the exception to this is that the "Clergj' Appeal" 
originated in the San Francisco SC. 

"The current crmpalgn & r the release of SOBELL includes 
a petition to the President of the United States signed by 
the Clergymen of varying Pal the. - • 

"All local Sobell Committees send, when possible, funds 
to the New York Office end most of the printing is sent out 
from the New York Office. 

"Tlie Nei« York or the National Committee raises much 
of the funds for the CSTI'^S by private solicitations and through 
private house parties. The Committee needs funds badly and 
printing^ mailing, back salaries and lawyer's fees have not 
been paid because of lack of funds 

NY T-2 advised on April 27, 19^^> that AARON KATE 
was a member of the CP for six years and had been transferred 
into the Waterfront Section of the CP on December 23, 19^3. . 

According to NY T-2, ICATZ, in 19^^, held CP membership book 
Number 31250. 
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4^rr.'jn 


acvisec on December lb, 195^^* tiiat WIiJ^IAK WOLF v;as an 

ack" who was active In the youth tncvement In the 
advieed that she had not heard VOLF referred to 








ioentiieu 


on February 2. 1944, KELO^ GUHElJITZ^-SLEi'j S03ELL, Mrs. 

KORTON SOBELL), as a mexnber of the Education and Llteratu^^e 
Committee of the CP In Washington, D.C. as of February 1, rl9^^ 










^^ggiadviaed on April 1, 1936, that EVELYN 
MANN HARAP was the Press Director of the Chelsea Section 
of the New York County CP. 


















k 
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flHm|advl8ed on September 2 , 195 ^, that (lARQARET 
KANTER Organizational Secretary of the Fifth 

Worth Section of the Upper West Side Region of the New York 
CP at one period of time between 19^8 and 1950. 


C. ACTIVITIES 


'an undated 
'Toward Freedom 


[made avallablel 

four page mimeographed press release entitled, 

Ibr I'lOETON SOBSLL, Next Step in our Program", on th® stationery 
of the CSJI4S which Bumnied up the current activity as follows: 


"Cliristmas Release each Christmas season tliere Is a traditional 
release of prisoners .... 


A. ) Appeals by the public at large .... 

B. ) Hundreds of Clergymen have alrea(|r sigiied 

the special Clergymen's Appeal 


C.) Some clergymen have already given sermons 

Waahlngton Work.... More and more Senators and Congressmen 
have learned about the case .... 


Support within the Organization.- • 

The vionderful calibre of interest in the case makes 
It important for you to visit various organlzatiors 

New Committee Groups ..... There Is an urgent need Tor more 
and more groups. 

labor Unions - the special succesees recently in bringing the 
case before labor union* members and leaders are encouraging.... 


Parole we are examining the question of parole.... 

Eminent citizens - the National Office is embarglng on a project . 
In bringing the SOBELL Case....... to the prime movers of . 

Government policy and public opinion ■ ■ 
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Press, radio and TV - HELEN SOBELL'b recently Western tour 
Illustrated an In^wrtant point - the great receptivity of . Press, 
Radio and TV 


Funds - the urgent need for funds Is actually one of the 
first orders of business". 
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D> FINANCES 

NY T-11 advised on the Indicated date that the 
bank balance Tor the CSJMS uas as follows: 
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Late of Balance 

Balance 

Date Furnished 

July 29, 1959 

$549.37 

July 29, 1959 

T 

August 27, 1959 

107.37 

August 27, 1959 

September 28, 1959 

271,53 

September 28, 1959 

October 28, 1959 

191.07 

October 23, 1959 

November 24, 1959 

571.-45 

November 24, 1959 

December 29, 1959 

750.84 

December 29, 1959 


It is to be noted that infomatlon fumiched by 
NY T-11 Is not to be made public except In the usual 
proceedings rollov;ing the Issuance of a subpoena duces tecum. 



E. PUBLICITY 


.1) ’'National Guardian" 


A characterization of the “National Guardian" (NO) 
appears In the Appendix Section hereto. 

On page 7 of the July 20, 1959 issue of NG is 
a paid advertisement entitled, "Los Angeles" which announced 
that a picnic would be held in Los Angeles on July 26, 1959* 
under the auspices of the Los Angeles SC and that a donation 
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II .23 would be charged. 

On page 7 of the August 3# 1959 lasue of JO 
IB a paid advertisement for a party to be held in behalf of 
KORTON SOBEIL in Far Roclcaway* Queens, on August 1, 1939* 

On page 6 of the August 17, 1959 Issue of HO 
is a book review entitled, ''Rosenberg Story Is Again Timely" 
which advises that copies of books on the ROSEKBEHG trial 
could be ordered tlirough the KG. 

On page 7 of the August 24, 1959 issue of the HG 
Is apaid advertisement under the heading, "Los Angeles" 
which announces that a *‘Bar-B-Que" would be held in Los 
Angeles on August 29# 1959# and that a donation of $1^25 per 
person would be charged. 

On page 7 of the August 31# 1959 issue of the NG 
is a paid advertisement entitled, "Los Angeles" which 
announces that a dlimer under the sponsorship of the "Valley S 
to Welcome HELEN SOBELL" would be held May 9, 1959, in Van 
Kuys, California, and that on September 6, 1959# an Informal 
get-together would be held in Altadena, California. 

On page 7 of the September 7# 1959 issue of the 
KG is a paid advertisement entitled, "Los Angeles" which 
announces that a dinner to honor HELEN SOBELL would be held 
In Vest Los Angeles on September 12, 1959 • 

On page 3 of the October 19# 1959# issue of the KG 
i-B a lengthy article entitled, "An Interview with HEUSH 
50BELL' If Every Guardian Reader Bent a Letter’" which reports 
that great progress was being made in the Campftlgn 
to secure HELEN SOBELL's husband’s freedom, that HELEN 
SOBELL waa petitioning the Director of Federal Prisons In 
order to be allov/ed conjugal visits with her husband, and, 
requesting all readers to send a letter to the President 
asking for MORTON SOBELL’s freedom. 
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On page 13 of the November 13> 1959 Issue c? NO 
is a photograph anri accompanying text reporting that .^OSE SCSEJX, 
mother of MORTON SOBELL, was sending an Appeal for funds for 
her son to Washington, I>.C. 

On page 5 of the November $ 0 ; 1959 issue of NG 
is a paid advertisement entitled, “los Angeles*' which announces 
an evening of "Fun and Entertainment" in Los Angeles on 
pecember 5> 1959. 

On page 11 of the December 7, 1959 issue of the 
KG iB^pald advertisement entitled, ''Philadelphia, Pennsylvania" 
which announces that HEIEI4 BOBELL wouf8^Mer the sponsorship 
of the Philadelphia SC on December 10, 1959# in Phiadelphla, 
Pennsylvania, and that a donation would be requested. 

On page 11 of the December 7# 1959 issue of -the NG- 
is a paid advertisement entitled, "Los Angeles" which announces 
that a memorial concert would be held In Los Angeles on 
December 13, under the sponsorship of the Los Angeles SC. 

On page 11 of the December 21, 1959 Issue of the NG 
is a colimn of miscellaneous comments entitled, "The Gallery" 
which reports that BERTRAND RUSSELL of EnglartlRnd MARTIN BUBER 
of Israel sent an Appeal to the President for executive clemency. 

On page 3 of the December 28 , 1959 issue of the NG 
is an article accompanied by photographs entitled, "In this 
Season of Good Will - Raise Your Voice for MORTON SOBELL" which 
reviewed the ROSENBERG - SOBELL convictions and leports 
^8 years and 4 months later fellow victim of ETHEL and JULIUS 
ROSENBERG waits In Atlanta Penitentiary for vindication both 
for the dead and the living". This article requests readers to . 
write to the President of the United States asking for executive 
clemency for MORTON SOBELL. 

2) Other 

On page 10 of the September 29> 1959 issue of the 
'New York Journal American". New Yoric City dally newspaper, 
is a news story entitled, "Sobell'a Wife Pleads to have baby “ 
by Spy" which reports that HELEN SOBELL had requested Federal - .. 
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Offlciale to permit her to have a baby by her husband. 

On page 3 of the September 29> 1959 Issue of the 
"Mew Yoiic World-Telegram”, a New York City dally newspaper^ls 
a aimllar story. 

On page 3 of the September 30, 1959 issue of the 
"New York Pally News”, a New York City daily newspaper. Is a 
newspaper story, "Nix Plea of Spy's Wife for Child by Prisoner" 
-wlilch reports that the Govemnent had rejected the appeal 
by KEIjEN SOBELL to live with MORTON SOBELL In Atlanta 
Penitentiary long enough to conceive a child. 

On page 3 of the September 30, 1959 Issue of the 
"Nevf York Mirror", a New York City dally newspaper, is a 
similar story. . . 

^e April, 1959 issue of "!Ihe Intercollegian" ^ 
self- Identified as the publication of the National Student 
Council of the YMCA and YWCA, is an article entitled, "Issue 
of the month - The Case of MORTON SOBELL" which is 
<pioted In part as follows: 


"The Sixth Assembly of the Student YTCA- WCA- 


stuaei 

At the Asseirbly both Dr. PAUL LEHIWIN®/Dr. GARDNER ^^URPHY 
called attention to the MORTON SOBELL trial and sentence. 
Student Christian Associations should study the record of 
this case. V;herover a possible serious malfeasance of 
justice in any society exists, that society Could not 90 '• 
long without examining its behavior and. practice. ■ 

There follows the statement on the SOBELL 
case by REINHOLD NIEBUHR, JOHN C. BENT^ETT, 
GERHARD 0. W. MUELLER, EDMOND --CAHN DANIEL DAY 
WILLIAMS, PAUL RAMSEY and JEROME NATHANSON. 

This statement Is then fi>llowed by comments on the 
MORTON SOBELL Case by Dr. PAUL lEHMAN rf the Harvard Divinity : 
School: 




’ v' * ' 


\e 
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"ihe Christian’s concern for Justice Is a basic 

response to vrhet God revealed to us MOHTOH SCBELL was 

convicted and sentenced to prison in the %rake of the trial, 
convictions and sentencing of JULIUS and ETHEL R0S2IIEERG. 

His case has been called “the ©utstandingeJ^^Pl® of the serious 

lasting effects of the spy scare” RORTOH SOBELL was 

sentenced to prison for a 30 year term In 1951. First In 
La:env;orth and then In Alcatraz, symbols of American 
punitive po\\’er at Its worst, SOBELL has been serving his 
sentence amidst rising doubts in the body politic of the 
United States about the evidence upon which he was actijally 

convicted and remanded to prison Whether one come to the 

conclusion that the SOBEIL case should be reviewed or not, 
that HORTOII SOBELL should be pardoned by executive clemency 
or not, a serious study and discussion of the Issues and 
the significance of MORTON SOBELL 's ordeal may well serve 
as an unforgettable undergraduate experience In what It takes 
to be and to stay a human belr^ In this kind of world....*.,** 


On page 9lof the June 22, 1959 Issue of “Christianity 
and Urlsls'' - a Christian Journal of Opinion” is an article 
entitled, “A new look at the SOBELL Case" which reports that 
a group of lawj»^ers ajid religious leaders had petitioned 
the President of the United States to commute the sentence 
of MORTON SOBELL. The article advises that the Committee 
does not question SOBELL 's guilt or Involvement In the 
ROSENBERG crime and adds that the Committee felt that a 30 
year sentence is excessive. 


^Q^^gmade available 
iihrowaway oftne CSJMS entitled 


_ a printed 
A Wrong to be Righted , which 


is a reprint of an article first printed on the V/est Coast 
and “26 other labor newspapers". Tills .Is quoted In part 


as follows: 




".... August 16 is a bitter anniversary for Mrs. 
HELEN SOBELL who Is now on a speaking tour of California, 

It marks the beginning of the 10th year ofher husband’s 
Imprisonment for a crime she says he could not possibly have 

committed Their spirits have beeen bouyed 

up by the fact that in recent years thousands of people - 
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4Dany of them noted ministers, lawyers and scientists . have 
publicly expressed their belief that the SOBEIjL conviction 
was a miscarriage of Justice, .... ♦it is the change in the 
times, the bad repute of MC CARTHYISM, the grov/ing concern. 

Tor the defense of American rights, which feeds Krs. 

SOBELL's hope that President EISE2W0VJEH could soon be persuaded 
to commute her husband's sentence and that at the same time 
a nevf trial may be held to vindicate KOHTON BOBELL's name 


F. AFFILIATED ADJUilCTS 


fmHSmade tvailabld^HB9||||mQQ[| a printed 
newspaper-typ^Throwaway entitled, "Today's Verdict in the 
Case of MORTON SOBELL" and dated July, 1959. newspaper 

Is self. Identified as "Published by the NCSJMS" end lists 
the follo;id,ng adjuncts and affiliates to the Committee under 
the caption "Help the S03ELL Committee Near You": 




National Committee to Secure Justice 
for MORTON S03ELL, 9^0 Broadway, 

New York City, New York. ; Phone AL 4-9983 

Los Angeles Sobell Committee, 

462 North Western, Los Angeles, 

Cal., Phone: Hollywood 4-4725. 

Bay Area Council of Sobell Committees, 

345 Franklin, San Francisco, Cal., 

Phone: CN 1-133^ 

Chicago Sobell Committee, 

20 V/est Jackson, Chicago, 111., 

Phone: Webster 9*5992 

Syracuse Sobell Committee, 

1009 Cumberland Ave., 

Syracuse, N.Y. Phone: Granite 
' .2-2406 
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East Bay Area Sobell Con]mittee« 

Box 264, Berkeley, Cal. 

Detroit Committee for MORTON SOBEU., 

134 Colorado, HlEhland Park, Mich.. 

Phone: TO 5 “4898 

Minnesota Committee to Secure Justice 
for MORTON SOBSLL, 715 So, Lexington Partcway, 
St. Paul 2, Minn., Phone: Mdway 8-33^}0 

Milwaukee Committee to Secure Justice for 
MORTON SOBELL, 914 N. Planklnton Ave., 
Milwaukee 3» Wise., Phone: BR 2-1130 

St. Louis Sobell Committee, P.O. Box 3432, 
Maplewood, Mo. 

Seattle Sobell Committee, 317 Second end 
Cherry Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 

Philadelphia Sobell Committee, 2708 \J. Sterner 
St,, Philadelphia, Pa. Phone: Baldvrin 9-2426. 

Fresno Sobell Committee, I4l6 E. Brown Ave., 
Fresno 4, 'Cal. j Phone: Baldwin 7-5831 • 


Qi 
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H. MISCELLANEOUS 

dlBcuBsed by CP one 

of the members present aavTseoTth^on^ha^^^ozei^Wnirades 
were solltltlng signatures to and donations for the Committee. 


were soliciting sign 
(Re CP - see above). 


• Mssasg advi that a house 

party washela^^^^^^^^SJlgL^^inBrooIayn, New York, -a-t • 
which ROSE SOBECC^no?!ie^^!5KTON SOBELL, actln^s^^ 
chalrman> discussed her son's case and collectedaB^^^H 
donations for the Committee. 















NY T-l6 advleed during December, 1959* that on December 
1, 1959 jean FRANTJIS of the Philadelphia Sobell Committee placed 
an advertlaement In *'3he Worker" which abated that HELEN 
SOBELL would speak at a meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
on X)ecember^2, 1959. 

"The Worker" la an Eaat Coast weekly Communist newspaper. 

Dn page 4 of the December, 1959 issue of the "German 
American", a monthly newspaper. Is an article entitled 
"Believe Sobell Innocent", which reports that Philosophers 
BERTRAND RUSSELL of England and MARTIN BUBER of. Israel 
had written to the President of the United States asking 
for clemency for MORTON SOBELL. 

A characterization of the ’"German American" may be 
found in the Appendix Section hereto. 

A physical surveillance of "Hirlft Shop" , operated 'by 
personnel and friends of the Sobell Committee at 1553 St. 

Nicholas Avenue, New York City, by SAS of the FBI on January 
12, i 960 reflected that the store operated at irregular hours. 




TOje “Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications j* revised and published as of May lU, 1951/ 
prepared and released by the Conimlttee on Un-American 
•Activities, United States House of Representatives, 
¥ashlngton, D.C.. contains the following concex*nlng the 
“Gensan American^': 


“German American** 

*'l. Among publications which the committee 

found 'to be Communist Initiated and con- 
trolled, or so strongly Influenced as to 
be In the Stalin solar system.' 
(California Committee on Un-Aroerlc€ui 
Activities, Report, 19^8, p. ^25)" 








:| 

‘ . / 

APPENDIX ■ ‘ 

KY 100-107111 

NATIONAL GUARDIAN 

l*he “Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications”, 
revised and published as of January 2 , 195? » prepared and 
released by the Coznmittee on Un-Anerlcan Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, Washington, D.C., contains the 
following concerning the "National Guardian.”; 

"National Guardian 

"1. ‘Established by the American Labor Party 
. In 19^7 as a "progressive” weekly. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Although It denies having any affiliation . . 
with the Communist Party, It has manifested 
itself from the beginning as a virtual 
official propaganda arm of Soviet Russia^ * -• 

(Committee on Un-American Activities, 

Report, ‘Trial by Treason: The National 
Committee to Secure Justice for the 
Rosenbergs and Morton Sobell, ’ August 25> 

1956, p. 12)" 


« ^ 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



New York, Naw York 
January 19^ 



Re; Committee To Secure Justice 
for Morton Sobell 
Internal Security • C, 
Internal Security Act of 1950 




Is made to the x*eport of Special Agent 
dated and captioned as above, at New York. 




All informants utilized in the preparation of this 
report have furnished reliable Informatloi^^i the past with 
^hg^xceptlon of New YorkflQB New Vorlq^^Hpnd Nevr York 

are characterlze^a^ceing In a position to furnish 
reliaole information. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the IBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and Its 
contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Vh«a tbe Sev York Office bee covered tbe above 
leed, V?0 will close this case mdainlstrativoly. Aay 
^rtlBOnt Inforaation received froe the Xov York Office 
vlll be included in the nest annual report suhaitted on 
the aahdect, . . 
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TO: PIBECKUti VDI <100*387635) 

TSOU: SAC, WFO <100*25474) 

couuirrsE to ssoms justice 

TOR iSOniOH SODELL 

xs * c 
<00: inr) 
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miH TEXT 


^ iZRTEL AZAAtfJL 

4 

.■■4 - • ’ ■ 


TOi DIRECTOR, FBI (100-387835) 

FROMt BAC, NZAMZ (100-12292) 

COMMITTEE TO RECURS JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL; 
IS - C 


(00 1 Ifif) 



Re NY alrtelt 1/1 3/^0, concerning the future 
Itinerary of HEIiEN SOBELL; and Bureau alrtel, l/lB/60, 


Miami has alerted establlehed aources and logical 
confidential informants to determine the exact itinerary 



An extra close check of the newspaper and other 
press media in the Miami area, is being fcalntalned for 
announcements concerning the SOBELL visit* In accordance 
with Bureau instructions, every acceptable opportunity 




MM aOO-12292 


will be exploited through Bureau contacts to counteract 
the work of the SOBSLLs with legitimate civic organic- 
aationa and clubo In the Klami area* 

The Bureau and KY will be promptly advised of 
any concrete developments In this siatter. 


) 
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SUBJECT ROSENBERG/ SOBSLL COMMITTEE 


SERIAL DATE 


CONSISTING or 


FACES 


Is exempt from disclosure. In its entirety, 
vnder (b)(1) as it has been classified pursuant 
to Executive Order 11652 as it contains 
information Vhlch vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number Wtttk 
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StJBJECT ROSKNBSRG/SOBSLL CO>frlITTEF: 

SE»UL 3 ^^ ^ CATE 

CONSISTING OF FACES 

l6 exempt from disclosure, in its entirety, 
under (b)(1) es It has been classified pxirsuant 
to Executive Order 11652 es It contains 
information vhlcb vould disclose en intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number flHF. 




(•ver Sheet for Infoma) *. Report or HateriAl 
r?06 (3-21-56) ^ 

^'0 . * g/ f; ■ f 1 00.27290.) 

??0H : saBBSIBIPIII ,'cc)Ny 100.10711 (rm) 

'Ct NEV; HAVJ3T IOO-II 4.793 (RR) 

SUBJECT ; CCr^^^ysSCURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
te Ree'd fRec *d’'rrorn^7neioe or symbol numbery”PBec~>d by 


*• « 


1.17«60 

tnoa of Oellvery icj 



appropriate bxocica) 


Ti 




iji person ( ) by telephone ( ) by stall ^ ) orally { ) raoordlng deviee 

( ) written by informant 

orally fiu^nlshed and redu^d to writing by Agent: jDate'~of'R^drt~ 

Pate 

stated 


JlU7=i>0, 


to s; 


1 - 17-60 


anacrlbed simultaneously 
thentlcatsd 
Informant 1-17-60 


4X. 


Pate(s) of actlvlty 
1 - 15-60 


ief deserlptjbh 'of activity or material 
Meeting for MORTON SOBELL at 

Community Church Center 


File where original 
’is located If not 




Sf 


®**’^®* In view of the sensitivity of this informant, the T 

utmost care must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this 
inf ormatS on prior to dissemination, in order to protect 
the identity of the informant. 

This informant has furnished reliable information in 
the past. 


Informant's report, liated 1-17-60 follows; 


CAOB Ihm 


Plstrlbutlon 
(See Page 1-A) 
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‘’January 17 » I960 



••Mrs, Morton Sobell/on the Injustice to her husband, 
«I>he Government offered her husband an opportunity to be 
a witness against the Rosenborgs and when he refused he was 
arrested, she said the Rosenborgs were not guilty and that 
Russia did not need the infonaation about the Atomic Bomb as 
Russia was far ahead of the Unitvd States, She. said they were 
all victims of the Cold >/ar« 

''As part of the entertainment Joe Buokman play— 
the guitar which included Jewish Folk Songs, 

••There was a dollar donation to get in the meeting 
and Mary Carlson gave the collection speech and no announce- 
ment was made of the amoxint that was obtained, .Florence 
Xuscomb was also present, 

"There was a (juestion and answer period and most of 
them were in connection with the release of Horton Sobell, 

Mrs. Sobell answered that her husband was a victim of 
KoCarthyisn and Cold Var hysteria. 
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At the above reported neetlngj a copy of a news, 
paper entitled "Today *8 Verdict in the case of Morton Sobell" 
July 1959« published by the National Committee to Secure 
J^ustice for Korton Sobellx was obtained. 

On page 1, under the caption "Ifew Developments in ^ 

Case . Kewl Eminent Honorary Sponsors of Committee for 
Horton Sobell" was: a list of names which Included the ^ 
following: Rabbi S» J. Bass, Katick, Mass.; Waldo 
Frank, author^ Truro, Mass,, Russell Johnson, Petersham, 

Hass. 

On Page 2 in a column entitled *‘Ue Address Our^ 
selves to You, 2-Ir. President" appeared an Item in ihe 
nature of an appeal to president DVflGET D. EISEKEOlfER, 
asking for a new trial for KOHTON SOBELL. Under the sub* 
title of liinisters, appeared the name Rev. JOHII PAUL 
JOIfES, Aahfleld, Mass,, under Educators, the name of 
Prof. JAKES lUTHSR ADAMS, Harvard, under V/riters, the names 
VALDO PRARK, Truro, Mass., VriLLIAII EARRISOU, Editor, Boston 
Chronicle, Boston, Hass., Dr. SCOTT NEARING", author, 

Camp Rosier, Maine. Under "Other Eminent Signers was the ^ 
name E1''IILY 6, BALCH, Nobel Prize Winner, V/ellesley, 

Hass, 

On the back page was an article entitled: ^Harvard 
Divinity Professor calls Sobell "Symbol of Christian *8 
Concern for Justice," This ie a report of the fact that 
Dr. Paul LEHMA2: of Harvard Divinity School had written a 
atatement on the SOBELL ease for the "Intercollegiw," a 
national student publication of the YICA.YVCA. 

^ r . j* * 

The copy pf "Today *8 Verdict" is being retained In 'x' ' 
the exhibit section of the Boston file on the Committee to . 

Secure Justice for Korton Sobell • IS - C, BS 100-27290, - 


All necessary action concerning the above has been taken. 



DATE 
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Ojficc JM.efnofCMdufn • united sta'QII government 


• SAC, KEff YORK (XOO-1 07111) 


tf>ATE; 2«4.60 
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EuSjBcr: coimixiCT ^ SECURE JUSTICE FOR MORTON SOBELL 
IS - C; ISA Of 1950 
<00: NY) 


*'The Washingtoa Post and Times Herald", dally 
newspaper published in Fa^hington , D.C. , in its edition 
of 1/22/60, page A 14 cohcained the following article 
under the section "Letters to the Editor": 

1 

"Plea lor SOBELL 


"As the mother of HORTON SOBELL, certain not . 

only of my son's goodness but of his absolute innocence 
of any crime, 1 wish to thank the more than 700 clergymen 
of all faiths who have signed the appeal to President 
EISENBOVFER, calling for a new trial or freedom for my son. 

"The appeal was initiated by Rev. PETER MC CORMACK, 
former Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz, who became 
convinced of my son's innocence during the years he came to 
know my son very intimately, at Alcatraz. 

It is unthinkable that in our democratic America 
a man could be in his tenth year in prison on the vague and 
uncorroborated word of only one witness. 


"And aren't ordinary doubts compounded when we 
realize that the trial took place midst Korean wartime 
hysteria, which was a time of great tensions, and that 
the testimony of this sole witness was never reviewed 
by any court in the land? 

- /^3- New York (RM) - - ^ 

,1 (1- 100 )(ROSE SOBELL) 

1- YFO 


CMG:BHR 

(4) 
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*' 1 ua hopeful that our :PreBldent« JDOtivatdd Jiy . 

the same high Ideals of Justice and buma&it> vhich r* :i '. 

inspired these wonderful clergsrmext, will listen to '^'S:''''J't''^%^^'^-^'" 


their appeal and free ny son, tor those people who :]jook 
into this case can't help but leel the grave .tnJustice/^-J^>..^lC ‘' 
done to ny son. If the public would only study the / ''/<■ 

case and. make its views known to the President, d-srn 
sure I'd see my son home again soon, vestored to bis 
family where he belongs. BOSE 80BELL. The Bronx, - 
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COmiTTBE TO SSCimB JU8TZC8 VOS HOETOR SOBSLL 
IS - C; X8A Of 1950 
(00; XT) 
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**7^0 Vosblnetoa Vost and Tines Berald**, dally 
'ttevspaper published In VMhlagton, O.C., in its edition ' 
'-of 1/22/60, page A 14 eohtalned the lollovlng article' ^ 
under- the section "lettera to the Sditor": • >.« 


h «• pieft tor EOBXLL 



** As the notber of XOBTOH SOBELL, certain not 
only of Biy son's goodness but of his absolute Innocence 
' of any crime, I vlsh to thank the more than 700 clergyaen * ' 
;...-^of all faiths oho have signed the appesLL to President 
r ' SXSSXBpSXS, Calling for a new trial or freedon for ay son. 

"ibe appeal oas Initiated by Bev. PBIER HC COTtMACX, 
fomer Protestant chaplain at Alcatraz, eho becaae 
convinced of ay son's innocence during the years he Caae to 
know ay son very intlaately, at Alcatraz. 



-'v. 






* ' ' ' Tt Is unthinkable that in our deaocratic Aaerica 

..... a man could be in bis tenth year in prison on the vague azid 
- . uncorroborated word of only one vitness. - ^ .. 

" And aren't ordinary doubts eonpounded vhen ve 
realize that the trial took place aidst Korean vartiae 
hysteria, which was a time of great tensions, nod that 
the testimony of this sole witness was never reviewed 
by an/ court in the land? 
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under {b)(l) as it has been classified pursuant 
t:o Ebcecutlve Order 11652 as it contains 
Information vhlch vould disclose an intelligence 
source. This serial bears the Classification 
Officers number iW. " 
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. . ..Ebvbp dated 1 » 2$-60 con- . 

cerntng captioned mSfter^wnicniranGmitted a charaoteri- j 
xation concerning the Boston affiliate of captioned or- wr^ 
yanisationm 

The characterisation as submitted is un- 
“* aooeptable as Ithas-no' information relating *to the "'■ 

, .formation of the original Rosenberg group. in the Boston ' “'VPr'. 
ersa, and its gradual evolution to the Committee to Secure’' 
•Justice for Morton Sobell* Tor -completeness f. the tracing .... 
of the crganisation*s development is neoeaaary, The,dat^ ^ - 
relating to certain Socialist Workers Rarty comments' in 
19 S^ ^is irrslsvant and unnecessary to this characteri- 
sation» ■ ~ 

U-. ' * ‘ submit an amended characterisation 

-following the outline set forth on page 64 of the FBI Sand- 
book no later than 2 -ip- 60 » ■ • - • ^ ■•''' ■ • ■ • - . ! 

The status cf rerep should be "RUC" rather than ^■ 
Closing and you should make the necessary ehangss in . 

copies cf this report retained in your office* For your •' 
additional guidance in the future, five copies cf similar 
types of reports will sufflos, per page 9d of the FBI 
Handbook* Form errors should he charged against personnel 
responsible for the preparation and approval cf rerep*- > - 
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dated 

r, a dopy oj uhich tsaa Jumiohed 


Tour attention ie directed to page IE af thie 
report which diecJoces that a £cbe22 Committee was re- 
,ported2y being foraed in the Atlanta ^rea* Frevioua , 

- inJomatton 'fiirniBhed by your ejfiee eonoerning this 
etatter has been United to data relating to Morton Sobell, 
Mnd hie preeent incarceration in Atlanta Penitentiary, 
Adviee by return- mail wivether the Jilee of your office 
indicate an active committee affiliated with the national' 

. organization haa been formed in the Atlanta area. Furnish 
^ the Bureau in your communication with all data eonoerning 
thie matter contained in your fileot together with your 
recommendation whether an invest igaiion concerning thie 
group is deemed warranted pursuant to Section Bps of the 
.Manual of Instructions, \ 
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